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Andrew Best Weir was born on the 21st May 1937 in Paisley and was signed 

from Arthurlie Juniors for the sum of £200 by legendary Motherwell manager 



Robert ‘Bobby’ Ancell. His arrival in October 1957 would be the start of an 

illustrious 10 year career whilst wearing claret & amber.  

His debut in claret and amber is thought to have been in a reserve game at 

Fir Park on Christmas Day 1957 alongside another future club legend John 

Martis who was also making his debut. 

Andy’s debut game for the first team was unfortunately in a 4-1 derby defeat 

to Airdrie at Broomfield on 1st January 1958 . His first goal came 24 hours 

later, yes two games in 24 hours! He scored at Fir Park in a 3-1 win over 

Hibernian, Ian St John and Archie Kerr were the other scorers. 

He played in the ‘Well team that lost 3-2 to Clyde in a Scottish Cup semi-final 

on 5th April 1958. 

In his first season of 1957/58 he played in 17 of 34 League games scoring 

twice and played in all 6 Scottish Cup games scoring on 4 occasions. 

Motherwell finshed 8th out of 18 teams in League Division 1. 

The following season 1958-59, was when he made his mark on the ‘Well fans. 

He played in all 34 League games, scoring 10 goals, played in 5 out of 6 

League Cup games scoring twice, Andy played in both Scottish Cup games 

scoring twice including one in the 7-2 victory over Airdrie on 31st January 

1959. He also hit the net twice in the Lanarkshire Cup. The club played a few 

floodlight friendlies during the late 50’s and on 20th October 1958 Andy 

scored two in a 7-0 friendly win over Leeds United and then on 10th 

November a single in the 2-1 victory over Swedish side Djurgardens. (As of 

2019 a programme from the Leeds game is worth £150-200).  

He scored a hat-trick on 18th April 1959 in a 5-0 win away to Queen of the 

South, Sammy Reid scored the other two.   

His performances for the ‘Well caught the attention of the Scotland 

International selectors and he was given his first full Scotland cap against 

West Germany on the 5th May 1959 at Hampden in front of an amazing 

crowd of 103,415. Scotland won 3-2 and Andy scored in the 7th minute to 

make it 2-0 to scotland. Alongside him in that game were fellow ‘Well 

teammates, Ian St John and Bert McCann both making their Scotland debuts. 



In the 23rd minute Andy supplied the cross from a corner kick that allowed 

Graham Leggat of Fulham to score for Scotland to make it 3-1. The Scotland 

team was: Farm; Caldow, Leggat; Dave Mackay, Collins, Evans; St John, 

White, Duncan Mackay, Bert McCann and Andy.  

 Motherwell finished a credible 3rd in the league, 4 points behind runners-up 

Hearts and 6 behind Champions Rangers. 

In season 1959-60 Andy played in 18 out of 34 league games, scoring 6 goals, 

he played in all 8 League Cup games and 2 out of 4 Scottish Cup games 

scoring once. 

He played in a floodlit friendly v Flamengo of Brazil on 26th April 1960 when 

‘Well won 9-2, scorers were Willie Hunter (2), Ian St John (6) and Pat Quinn 

(1). In that Flamengo side that night was a player named Gerson de Oliveira 

Nunes who was later commonly known as Gerson and played in the brilliant 

Brazilian World Cup winning team of 1970. 

He also played in two other friendly victories, on 30th March 1960 v 

Gothenburg of Sweden, 2-1 and on 13th April 1960 v Athletico Bilbao of Spain 

3-2. The team finished in 5th place in League Division 1. 

Andy played for the Scotland Under 23’s in a 4-4 draw at Ibrox v England on 

3rd March 1960 in front of 25,000. The team was; Blacklaw (Burnley), Mackay 

(Celtic), Riddell (St Mirren), Gabriel (Everton), Martis (Motherwell), Higgins 

(Hearts) , Hunter (Motherwell), Cousins (Dundee), St John (Motherwell), Law 

(Huddersfield) & Andy.  

He made the last of his 6 full appearances for Scotland away to Turkey on 8th 

June 1960 in a 4-2 defeat before 22,500 in the Ankara 19 Mayis Stadium.  

Season 1960-61 saw Andy play in 23 out of 34 League games, scoring 10 goals 

matching his highest goal tally whilst wearing claret & amber. He played in all 

6 League cup games and 2 of 4 Scottish Cup games, scoring once.   

In a game v Third Lanark on 18th February 1961 Andy was stretchered off 

after a head clash with an opponent, the seriousness of the injury became 

apparent when at one point it was disclosed that he had only 24 hours to 

live. He had cracked a bone in his head and contracted meningitis and lay in a 



coma critically ill for several days. Many thought his playing days were over, 

with some even fearing he would die. The loss of Andy in and around Fir Park 

cast a huge cloud over the club. So much so that it was reported that Ian St 

John who was looking for a transfer put his request on hold until Andy 

recovered. After months in hospital he returned to Fir Park minus his hearing  

in one ear. That game on the 18th was his last until the home League game v 

Partick Thistle on the 23rd August 1961.  

On 1st March 1961 ‘Well beat Rangers 5-2 at Ibrox  in a Scottish Cup replay, 

after a 2-2 draw at Fir Park on the 25th Feb. Before the kick-off as the ‘Well 

team went on to the park captain Willie McSeveney turned to his team-

mates and said “let’s do this for Andy”. Well they certainly did. Here is a 

quote from Willie about that night “I turned to the dug out to check how long 

was left and they told me that there were 5 minutes left. I turned to Bert 

McCann and let him know and he shouted back that he wished there were 5 

hours as it was just one of those great nights!”  Can you imagine what the 

score would’ve been had Andy been terrorising the Rangers defenders?  

Season 1961-62 Andy only played in 13 of 34 League games, scoring 2 goals 

and played in 4 of 8 League Cup games. 

In the 6 seasons between 1962-63 & 1967-68 he played in 95 League games, 

scoring 11 goals, and in 24 League Cup games and 11 Scottish Cup games 

scoring twice in the Scottish Cup. 

He played his last full game for Motherwell during 1967-68 season on the 23rd 

September 1967 at home to Dunfermline in a 1-1. He was a substitute on 30th 

September 1967 away to Dundee in a 2-1 defeat.  

He was forced to retire in January 1968 after a back injury added to the many 

others he had suffered. 

Andy rarely lost his temper on the field but ‘Well fans recall one hilarious 

incident at Ibrox when in a moment of rashness he clashed with Rangers 

Bobby Shearer.  A quick left hook was out of character for Andy but it 

resulted in him being chased up the wing by an angry Shearer. 

Unfortunately Andy died on the 11th May 1992, 10 days before his 55th 

birthday having suffered from ill health for many years after leaving Fir Park. 



In 1992 Motherwell FC Vice-Presidents Club had a testimonial year 

culminating in a sportsman’s dinner held in the Motherwell Civic Centre 

where a reportedly substantial cheque was given with much thanks to a club 

great and more importantly a thorough gentleman. Andy died within a week 

of this event. 

He was part of a forward line that Ian St John described in his autobiography 

as “five little wizard boys all in a row”, they were Sammy Reid, Pat Quinn, 

Andy Weir, Ian St John and Willie Hunter.  

He was considered by his fellow Ancell Babe teammates as the pick of the 

bunch. 

A hospitality box located within the South Stand at Fir Park is named the 

Andy Weir Suite in his honour. 

Andy played in 285 games for Motherwell including League, League Cup and 

Scottish Cup whilst scoring at least 61 goals. Add Lanarkshire Cup and 

friendlies he appeared in claret & amber over 300 times. 

This is only a brief summary of his career whilst wearing claret & amber but it 

can be clearly seen that he is one of the clubs legends and a classy footballer 

admired and respected by many who saw him. He will long be remembered 

as one of THE ANCELL BABES. 

 

Confirmation of the transfer fee paid to Arthurlie for Andy 

 

 



 

 

 

First mention in a home programme v Aberdeen 14 Dec 1957 

 



 

 

 

Programme for his debut v Airdrie 1 Jan 1958 lost 4-1 



 

 

Programme for his first goal, ‘Well won 3-1 



 

Club Handbook 1957-58 

 

 

 

Appearances 1958-59 

 

 

 



 

 

Programme for the first time his name appears in a team line-up 

 



 

 

First time his name appears in a team line-up 

 

 

Advert in club handbook 



 

Programme for his first Scottish Cup game, ended 2-2, ‘Well won the replay 

4-0 on 19 Feb 1958, Andy scored 2 

 



 

 

 

Club Handbook 1960-61 

 

 



 

 

 

Club Handbook 1961-62 

 

 



 

 

Club Handbook 1962-63 

 

Club Handbook 1963-64 

 



 

Andy’s Scotland Honours 

 

 

 

Autographs 1958-59 



 

Autographs 1960’s 



 

Autographs 1963-64 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Photos in programme for Athletico Bilbao on 13th Apr 1960 

 



 

Andy played alongside Ian St John & Bert McCann 

 

 



 

 

Player info inside Scotland v England programme 
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1957-58

 

1958-59 



 

1961-62 

 



 

1963-64 

 



 

1964-65 

 

1964-65 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1966-67 Fir Park Club Brochure October 1966 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Joe Wark Testimonial game 3 August 1978 v West Bromwich Albion 

 

Andy Weir, Matt Thomson, Andy Paton, Hastie Weir, John Martis, W 

McSeveney, W McCallum, Front, John McPhee, Joe McBride, Ian St John, Joe 

Wark, Billy Campbell, Billy Reid, 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Summer Cup Winners  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

MFC legends together for Scotland Under 23’s  v England on 3rd March 1960 

in front of 25,000. 

 

George Lindsay, Andy, Bobby McCallum, Willie Hunter, Jimmy Robertson. 

 



CITY BAKERIES & J BAINES CARDS ISSUED 1897-1940  

 



 

 

Manse Road and the Fir Park Ice Café on the left c.1932 

 

 

Looking down Brandon Street towards Motherwell Cross 

 

 



 

Looking up Brandon Street past Royal Hotel towards Odeon Cinema 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


