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MOTHERWELL KITS WORN BY BOBBY              





                       1957/58                        1958/59                          1959/60       


           


            1959/60 away socks              1959/60                         1960-62







1961/62                        1962/63                          1963-66


                                                                       


                                     


               1966-68                                                    A & BC GUM CARD 1968                      


                


Bobby was a Motherwell born lad whose career started with Boys Brigade 
football then works football where he played for Motherwell Bridge Works. 
He attracted the attention of Bellshill Athletic but only played a few games for 
them before Mr Bobby Ancell signed him in 1958 and according to the 
1958/59 club hand book he was 5’ 9” and 11st when he arrived at Fir Park. By 



this time he had already been capped by the Scottish Association of Boys 
Clubs.


He made his debut on 2nd January 1959 away to Celtic in a 3-3 draw, Quinn (2) 
& St John were ‘Well scorers that day. His first game at Fir Park was 5th 
September 1959 v Airdrie in a 4-1 ‘Well win, again Quinn (3) & St John were 
the scorers. His first goal was in a 2-1 home win v Stirling Albion on 17th 
October 1959. Guess who scored the other ‘Well goal? Yes, Ian St John. 


Bizarrely it wasn’t until the 27th January 1962 v St Johnstone in a Scottish Cup 
tie that his name appeared in a Motherwell lineup in the home matchday 
programme! 


In 1962/63 he was named Motherwell Supporters Clubs ‘Player Of The Year’ 
pipping keeper Alan Wyllie. At a ceremony attended by former winners, 
Charlie Aitken, Andy Paton & Bert McCann he was given a trophy and a gold 
watch by the Association.


He played in 4 Summer Cup games at the end of Season 1963/64 wearing 
number 3. Games against Kilmarnock (a) on 2 May 1964 drew 2-2 (Lindsay & 
King og), Airdrie (h) on 6 May lost 2-1 (McBride), Queen of the South (h) on 9 
May won 2-0 (McBride 2), Kilmarnock (h) on 13 May lost 4-1 (Weir pen) and 
Airdrie (a) on 16 May won 2-1 (Coakley, Carlyle). 


He also played in the 1963/64 Lanarkshire Cup Final in a 3-0 loss to Airdrie. 
‘Well team was; Wylie, Delaney, R. McCallum, W. McCallum, Murray, Blair, 
Russell, Thomson, McBride, Gallacher. 


 Bobbys final game in claret & amber would appear to have been on 23rd 
September 1967 v Dunfermline at Fir Park in a 1-1 draw.


Bobby played in approximately 225 games and scored 14 goals in his 9 years 
at Fir Park. His only Scotland representative honour was in a Scottish League 
v League of Ireland 6-0 win at Celtic Park on 7th September 1966. In the same 
Scotland side was Motherwell keeper Peter McCloy and ex-‘Well centre 
forward Joe McBride.




This is only a brief summary of his career whilst wearing claret & amber but 
he’ll long be remembered as a member of THE ANCELL BABES. 





PROGRAMME FOR BOBBY’S SENIOR DEBUT IN A HOME GAME







PROGRAMME FOR BOBBY’S FIRST GOAL AT FIR PARK







MFC CLUB HANDBOOK 1958-59





A &  BC GUM CARD 1963







MFC CLUB HANDBOOK 1963-64 PLAYER OF THE YEAR










PROGRAMME FOR BOBBYS REPRESENTATIVE APPEARANCE







SCOTTISH LEAGUE v LEAGUE OF IRELAND





GEORGE LINDSAY, ANDY WEIR, BOBBY (in goal?) WILLIE HUNTER, JIMMY 
ROBERTSON







BOBBY IN ACTION v HIBS 15 SEPTEMBER 1962







BOBBY IN CLARET & AMBER 


(judging by the kit this is between 1960-62)







MOTHERWELL SQUAD FOR SEASON 1957-58















MOTHERWELL SQUAD 1960’S





BOBBY IN ACTION 1964 A & BC GUM CARD


(surname incorrectly spelt on card)







MOTHERWELL SQUAD SEASON 1964-65







SOME OF THE PLAYERS WHO PLAYED IN BOBBY ANCELL’S FINAL SEASON AS 
‘WELL MANAGER





MOTHERWELL c. 1965







AUTOGRAPHS 1963-64










Looking up Brandon Street from Motherwell Cross







Brandon Street with the Royal Hotel on the left





Manse Road with the Fir Park Ice Café c.1932







TRIUMPHANT WINNERS OF SCOTTISH SUMMER CUP  1964-65 (not 1963-64)







CITY BAKERIES & J BAINES CARDS ISSUED 1897-1940 





