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MOTHERWELL KITS WORN BY DAVIE 

 

1966-68                        1968/69                           1969-72 

 

1972/73                       1973/-74 

David joined Motherwell in 1965 whilst studying Physical EducaXon (PE) at 
Jordanhill College in Glasgow and working stacking barrels at an Airdrie 
disXllery. Born into a football family, his dad Jock was ex-SXrling Albion 
centre half & their first captain, brother John ex-Airdrie, Falkirk & 
Dumbarton, cousin Derek  ex-Airdrie, Falkirk, Dumbarton & Hibs it was no 
surprise that he followed in their footsteps. Whilst at college he was 
recommended to Motherwell manager Bobby Howid by Craig Browns father, 
Hugh who was the principal at Jordanhill. Once signed at Fir Park on a part-



Xme basis, he conXnued his studies teaching at Dalziel High School in 
Motherwell and at Garrion Academy, Wishaw.  

He made his debut in claret and amber as a subsXtute on 15th October 1966 
in a 3-3 draw at home to St Johnstone. Robert (Bobby) McCallum, Willie 
McCallum and Willie Hunter were the scorers. David was soon to start a 
partnership with Willie McCallum in the heart of the Motherwell defence.   
His first start was on 29th October 1966 at home to Ayr United in a 0-0 draw. 

His first goal for the ‘Well was on 28th October 1967 in a 5-2 defeat to Hearts 
at Fir Park. Unfortunately 1967-68 saw Motherwell relegated in his first full 
season which saw him hit the net on 3 occasions and play in 34 of 34 league 
games, all 6 League Cup games and both Scohsh Cup games v Airdrie 
including a replay. Only David and Peter McCloy played in every compeXXve 
game that season.  

Life in claret and amber improved greatly in season 1968-69 with ‘Well 
winning the 2nd Division Championship by 11 points with an impressive 
record of 30 wins, 4 draws and only 2 defeats in 36 league games. 112 goals 
were scored and only 23 conceded, David finding the net 6 Xmes. He missed 
only 1 league game and 2 out of a possible 6 League Cup games. The Scohsh 
Cup saw him play in the only Xe, v Clyde at Fir Park in a 1-1 draw in front of 
10,243 and the replay in a 2-1 defeat. 

That season saw him forge a full back partnership with another Motherwell 
legend, Joe Wark. 

1969-70 saw him miss a number of games, playing in only 14 of 34 league 
games. The League cup was a ‘nearly’ compeXXon, losing 2-0 v St Johnstone 
in the semi-final having overcome Morton in the quarterfinal ajer 3-0 defeat 
at Cappielow, winning 3-0 in the 2nd home leg and them 1-0 replay at Ibrox 
thanks to a Jim ’Jumbo’ Muir goal. Not surprisingly he failed to score during 
that injury hit season. They finished 11th out of 18 in that season back in 
Division 1. 

1970-71 David was the only player to turn out in all 34 League games, 6 
League Cup Xes, 1 Scohsh Cup game (a 3-1 defeat away to SXrling Albion 



when he struck from the penalty spot) and all 6 Texaco Cup games including 
the tough 2-1 home semi-final defeat to Hearts, a quesXonable refereeing 
decision cost the ‘Well that night. A reason many ‘Well fans of a certain age 
don’t like Hearts. Again he scored 6 Xmes that season.  

Those 6 Texaco Cup Xes, Stoke City (h) 1-0, (a) 1-2, Todenham Hotspur (a) 2-3 
(h) 3-1 and Hearts (a) 1-1, (h) 1-2 will be long remembered by the ‘Well 
faithful. The games against ‘Spurs were two of the finest performances by a 
Motherwell team since the days of the Ancell Babes. The first leg in London 
on 21st October 1970 saw ‘Well come away with a creditable 3-2 defeat to a 
very strong English team. The ‘Well scorers were Tom Donnelly and Jackie 
McInally in front of 17,350 but the second leg on the evening of 3rd November 
before an incredible 22,450 was up there with the greatest nights seen under 
the Fir Park floodlights.  Todenham scored first to lead 4-2 on aggregate but 
goals from three ex-Rangers players, Tom Donnelly, Brian Heron and Bobby 
Watson saw ‘Well win 5-4. 

The team finished in 9th spot in an 18 team league. 

1971-72 saw the team finish comfortably in 10th out of 18 teams. Again David 
missed a number of games through injury, missing 13 of 34 League games and 
3 of 5 Scohsh Cup games, although he played in all 6 League Cup games. He 
also played in both Texaco Cup games v Stoke City, losing 5-1 on aggregate 
coming on as a subsXtute in the 4-1 away 2nd leg defeat. His only goal came in 
a 3-1 home defeat to Dundee United in the League Cup game on 1st Sept 
1971. 

1972-73 the ‘Well’s league performances improved and they finished 8th out 
of 18. David returned to his consistent best playing in 33 of 34 League games, 
8 of 10 League Cup games and both Scohsh Cup games v Raith then CelXc.  
The Texaco Cup saw ‘Well beat Coventry City 4-3 on agg, Heats 4-2 on agg 
before losing to Norwich City 4-3 despite winning the 2nd home leg 3-2 thanks 
to a Jim McCabe hat-trick, David played in all. That season saw the Whiteford 
name appear twice on the score sheet, in a 1-0 win at Fir Park v Falkirk  on 3rd 
March 1973 and in a League Cup 2nd leg 1-1 draw v Airdrie at Broomfield on 



4th October 1972, sadly that couldn’t stop ‘Well losing 2-1 on aggregate.  
Manager Bobby Howid resigned towards the end of this season. 

1973-74 is a season for David to forget all about, he played in the first league 
game at home to Aberdeen on 1st Sept but when he and newly appointed 
manager Ian St John didn’t see ‘eye to eye’ he was freed and moved to Falkirk 
in February 1974.  

Most Motherwell fans of a certain age will fondly remember Davie as a 
defender wearing claret and amber with pride giving 100% every minute 
during his approximate 260 appearances and whilst scoring 16 Xmes for the 
mighty ‘Well and as a defender in a line-up of;  

McCloy/McRae, Whiteford, Wark;  Forsyth, McCallum, Campbell; Wilson, 
Donnelly, Deans, McInally, Muir………………………………………………………………..  
(or as a PE teacher at Dalziel High School). 

On Sunday 25th March 2007 he was unveiled and honoured as a member of 
The Greatest Ever Motherwell Team’, voted for by the fans.  

The Legends are; Maxwell, Whiteford, Wark; Aitken, Paton, McCann; 
Gahagan, Pehgrew, Arnod, St John, Cooper. 

He is quoted ajer a ceremony to unveil the team as saying “This is one of the 
greatest moments of my footballing career. I’m absolutely delighted, I 
enjoyed playing at Fir Park and just to be among the nominaXons was a great 
honour. It’s a fabulous honour and I’ll treasure the award for the rest of my 
life, especially as there are obviously other players who were are just as 
deserving. I’m really chuffed Joe Wark is in the team too, because I always 
felt we were a great combinaXon”. 

He has maintained his links with MFC and is a member of the Former Players 
Club adending regularly at Fir Park and also escorXng fans on tours of the 
stadium during the season. 



 

PROGRAMME FOR HIS DEBUT GAME 



 

PROGRAMMME WHEN HE SCORED HIS FIRST GOAL 



 

PROGRAMME V ABERDEEN 18 APRIL 1970  



 

PROGRAMME V ABERDEEN 18 APRIL 1970  



 

SIGNINGS FOR 1970-71 



 

ONLY ‘WELL GOAL IN 3-1 SCOTTISH CUP DEFEAT v STIRLING ALBION 23 JAN 
1971 



 

HITTING THE WINNER IN A 4-3 VICTORY v DUNFERMLINE 20 FEB 1971 



 

 



 

1969-70 

 

TANNADICE 1970-71 



 

1970-71 

 

1971 



 

1971-72 Squad photo inside programme v Stoke City Texaco Cup 15 Sep 71 

 

SOCCER STAR MAGAZINE 2 FEBRUARY 1968 



 

1971-72 Squad photo inside programme v Hibs 14 Aug 1971 

 



 

 

Possibly 1973-74 as McCallum lej in Aug ‘73, McRae Oct 73 & Davie Feb ‘74 



 

MOTHERWELL’S GREATEST EVER TEAM 

 



 

 

Manse Road with the Fir Park Ice Café c.1932 



 

Looking up Knowetop Avenue from the juncXon with Fir Park Street. 

(The codage sits where the current corner gate entrance to the Davie Cooper 
Stand is posiXoned, the name plate ‘Fir Park Street’ can be seen on the gable 

end of the codage) 



 

CITY BAKERIES & J BAINES CARDS ISSUED 1897-1940  




